Mancozeb Task Force

c/o McDermott, Will & Emery,LLP
500 N. Capitol Street, NW
Washingon, DC 20001

Dow AgroSciences LLC United Phosphorus, Inc.

June 13, 2014
Dear Colleague:

The members of the Mancozeb Task Force, including Dow AgroSciences LLC and
United Phosphorus, Inc. are writing to inform you of the United States Environmental
Protection Agency’s (EPA’s) recent changes in the United States (US) mancozeb
tolerances. The tolerance revisions were published as a Final Rule in the Wednesday,
May 14, 2014 Federal Register, Volume 79, Number 93, pages 27496-27502. The
tolerances will go into effect November 14, 2014 unless objections are submitted to EPA
on or before July 14, 2014.

These are the first mancozeb tolerance revisions since the tolerances were established in
the 1960’s. The changes were first detailed in the Mancozeb Reregistration Eligibility
Decision (RED) of 2005. Specifically, the revisions include:

1) A change in the tolerance expression from zineb ((another ethylene
bisdithiocarbamate (EBDC fungicide)) equivalents to carbon disulfide (CS,) equivalents.

The tolerance expression for Codex, the European Union, and many other countries is
based on CS;. Therefore, EPA’s change harmonizes the tolerance expression with these
entities. The Task Force members support this change.

2) A reevaluation of the tolerance levels, resulting in the level being maintained,
reduced, or increased based on residue data with the current use patterns. The tolerance
levels were set at a level that would cover the highest residues in the field trials.

A table comparing the previous and the new tolerances is attached. The Codex tolerances
(MRLS) are included for an international comparison. Note that because zineb and CS,
have different molecular weights, 1 ppm of CS, = 1.78 ppm of zineb. Therefore, an old
US tolerance of 2 ppm is equivalent to approximately | ppm of CS,.

The changes in the US tolerances for apples and pears represent the greatest reductions.
The reductions are due to the decrease in residues with the current use pattern established
at the conclusion of the EBDC Special Review in 1992. This use pattern has significantly
longer pre-harvest intervals (PHI), lower rates than pre-1992 and a limit on the number of
applications.
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There are also reductions in the grape and tomato tolerances. For grapes, the 1992 use
pattern change was less significant. The previous tolerance was set at a high level. For
tomatoes, the greatest change in the use pattern was a limitation on the number of
applications. Prior to the Special Review there was no limit on the number of
applications for any crops; limitations were established for all crops in 1992,

The reduced tolerance levels for apples, pears, grapes, and tomatoes have the potential to
create issues for imported crops. Wine will not be impacted because there are generally
no residues or low mancozeb residues in wine. The Task Force members are
investigating the potential trade impacts and would appreciate receiving any information
or comments you might have.

The recent tolerances established for head lettuce, leaf lettuce, broceoli, cabbage,
peppers, almonds, walnuts, imported tangerines, the cucurbit crop group, tropical fruits,
and ginseng were established based on CS, equivalents. Therefore, the tolerances for
these crops remain the same as the original tolerances.

Please contact me at janetollinger @cs.com or (267) 218-2704 if you have any questions.

Regards, x

7
M
Janet Ollinger, Ph
Chairperson
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